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We gather in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish Community. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Beware of men: they will hand you over to 
sanhedrins and scourge you in their synagogues. You will be dragged 
before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and 
the pagans. But when they hand you over, do not worry about how to 
speak or what to say; what you are to say will be given to you when the 
time comes; because it is not you who will be speaking; the Spirit of your 
Father will be speaking in you.

‘Brother will betray brother to death, and the father his child; children 
will rise against their parents and have them put to death. You will be 
hated by all men on account of my name; but the man who stands firm to 
the end will be saved.’

Matthew 10:17-22

Today the Liturgy recalls the witness of St Stephen, who, chosen by the 
Apostles, along with six others, to carry out the deaconry of charity, 
that is, to attend to the poor, the orphans, the widows in the 
community of Jerusalem, became the first martyr of the Church. 
Stephen, through his martyrdom, honors the coming of the King of 
Kings into the world, he bears witness to Him and offers up his very life, 
as he did in his service to the most needy. And he thereby shows us 
how to live the mystery of Christmas in its fullness.

The Gospel on this feast day recounts part of Jesus’ discourse to his 
disciples at the time that He sends them on mission. He says, among 
other things: “you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But he who 
endures to the end will be saved” (Mt 10:22). These words of the Lord 
do not disturb the celebration of Christmas, but remove that artificial 
sugary coating which does not appertain to it. They enable us to 
understand that in the the trials accepted as the result of faith, violence 
is conquered by love, death by life. And to truly welcome Jesus into our 
life and to prolong the joy of the Holy Night, the path is the very one 
indicated by this Gospel, that is, to bear witness to Jesus in humility, in 
silent service, without fear of going against the current and of paying in 
the first person. And if not all are called, like St Stephen, to shed their 
blood, each Christian is, however, asked to be consistent in every 
circumstance with the faith that he or she professes. And Christian 
consistency is a grace that we must ask of the Lord. To be consistent, to 
live as Christians and not to say: “I am a Christian”, but live as a pagan. 
Consistency is a grace we must ask for today.

Following the Gospel is certainly a demanding but beautiful, very 
beautiful journey, and those who follow it with faithfulness and courage 
receive the reward promised by the Lord to men and women of good 
will. As the angels sang on Christmas Day: “Peace! Peace!”. This peace 
granted by God is capable of calming the conscience of those who, 
through the trials of life, are able to receive the Word of God and 
commit themselves to observing it with perseverance to the end (cf. Mt 
10:22).  Pope Francis

Let us give thanks for Saint Stephen, whose life on earth was lived in the 
service of Christ, and who came at his death to witness to Christ with his 
blood. – We give you thanks, O Lord.
For all who have found the freedom to lay down their lives for your sake:
– We give you thanks, O Lord.
For all whose desire for you has brought them through death with a joyful 
heart: – We give you thanks, O Lord.
For all who have followed, through suffering, the way of the cross: – We 
give you thanks, O Lord.
For all who have undergone martyrdom for the gospel: – We give you 
thanks, O Lord.
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