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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish Community. 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world to be 
taken. This census – the first – took place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria, and everyone went to his own town to be registered. So Joseph set 
out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to 
the town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s House and 
line, in order to be registered together with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with child. While they were there the time came for her to have her child, 
and she gave birth to a son, her first born. She wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger because there was no room for them at 
the inn. In the countryside close by there were shepherds who lived in 
the fields and took it in turns to watch their flocks during the night. The 
angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone round 
them. They were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I 
bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the whole people. Today 
in the town of David a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 
And here is a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly with the angel there was a 
great throng of the heavenly host, praising God and singing: ‘Glory to God 
in the highest heaven, and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’

Luke 2:1-14

Pope Francis suggests : on Christmas Day, gather in prayer 
and, with the same wonder as the shepherds, look at the 
Child Jesus, who came into the world to bring God’s love, 
who makes all things new. With His birth, Jesus made 
Himself a bridge between God and mankind, reconciled 
earth and sky, and recomposed the whole human race in 
unity.’

On this day of joy, we are all called to contemplate the Child Jesus, who 
gives hope once again to every person on the face of the earth. By his 
grace, let us with our voices and our actions give witness to solidarity and 
peace. Merry Christmas to all!

Christ born for us,
Son of God, given for us,
help us to know you,
to worship and to serve you.
The kings, Lord,
brought myrrh, frankincense, 
and gold.
Lord, we have nothing of our
own to bring;
we bring you what you have
given:
our lives for your life.
Jesus, Saviour, son of Mary,
you know us and love us,
you share our lives
and hear our prayer.
Glory to you for ever. .
May God, who has called us 
out of darkness
into his marvellous light,
bless us and fill us with peace.
Amen


