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Advent 2020

Parishes of  
Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish Community. 

‘Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel
for he has visited his people, he has come to their rescue
and he has raised up for us a power for salvation
in the House of his servant David, even as he proclaimed,
by the mouth of his holy prophets from ancient times,
that he would save us from our enemies
and from the hands of all who hate us.
Thus he shows mercy to our ancestors,
thus he remembers his holy covenant
the oath he swore to our father Abraham
that he would grant us, free from fear,
to be delivered from the hands of our enemies,
to serve him in holiness and virtue
in his presence, all our days.
And you, little child,
you shall be called Prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
to give his people knowledge of salvation
through the forgiveness of their sins;
this by the tender mercy of our God
who from on high will bring the rising Sun to visit us,
to give light to those who live
in darkness and the shadow of death
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.’    Luke 1:67-79

This tonight 

This tonight 
Is the meeting place
Of heaven and earth.
For this tonight

Is the stable
In which God keeps his appointment
To meet his people.
Not many high are here,

Not many holy;
Not many innocent children,
Not many worldly wise;
Not all familiar faces,
Not all frequent visitors.
But if tonight
Only strangers met,
That would be enough.
For Bethlehem was not the hub of the universe

Nor was the stable a platform for famous folk.
In an out of the way place

Which folk never thought to visit –
There God kept and keeps his promise;
There God sends his Son. 

Taken from ‘Cloth for the Cradle’ 
Wild Goose Worship Group, Iona)

Nativity Scene by Kelsey Chisamore from the Noun Project


