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The shepherds hurried away to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in the manger. When they saw the child they repeated 
what they had been told about him, and everyone who heard it was 
astonished at what the shepherds had to say. As for Mary, she treasured 
all these things and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds went 
back glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen; it was 
exactly as they had been told.

When the eighth day came and the child was to be circumcised, they 
gave him the name Jesus, the name the angel had given him before his 
conception

Luke 2:16-21

May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord let his face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring 
you peace.

Father of Jesus, You who sent your angels to herald your
Son’s coming with cries of peace. Hear our cry now that 
your peace may touch all corners of our world.
You whose Son called all peacemakers blessed,
Help us forge peace in your name.
Peace among nations. Peace among neighbours. 
Peace among families.
When we look back on this time may we recall it as the 
time we all heard the angels’ cry And worked together 
to reveal that peace to all. 
A peace worthy of God, born into the world.
Amen 

"Salve, Madre santa!"
Virgin Daughter of Zion,
how deeply must your Mother's heart suffer for this 
bloodshed!

The child you embrace has a name that is dear to the 
peoples of biblical religion: "Jesus," which means "God 
saves." So the Archangel named him before he was 
conceived in your womb (cf. Lk 2,21). In the face of the 
newborn Messiah, we recognize the face of all your children, 
who suffer from being despised and exploited. We recognize 
especially the faces of your children, to whatever race, 
nation or culture they may belong.
For them, O Mary, for their future, we ask you to move 
hearts hardened by hatred so that they may open to love 
and so that revenge may finally give way to forgiveness.
Obtain for us, O Mother, that the truth of this affirmation --
No peace without justice, no justice without forgiveness -- be 
engraved on every heart. Thus the human family will be able 
to find the true peace, that flows from the union of justice 
and mercy.

Holy Mother, Mother of the Prince of Peace, help us!
Mother of Humanity and Queen of Peace, pray for us!


