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Season of Easter 2020

Parishes of  
Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish Community. 

Peter turned and saw the disciple Jesus loved following them – the one 
who had leaned on his breast at the supper and had said to him, ‘Lord, 
who is it that will betray you?’ Seeing him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘What 
about him, Lord?’ Jesus answered, ‘If I want him to stay behind till I come, 
what does it matter to you? You are to follow me.’ The rumour then went 
out among the brothers that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus had not 
said to Peter, ‘He will not die’, but, ‘If I want him to stay behind till I come.’

This disciple is the one who vouches for these things and has written 
them down, and we know that his testimony is true.

There were many other things that Jesus did; if all were written down, 
the world itself, I suppose, would not hold all the books that would have 
to be written. John 21:20-25
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Strengthened by the Holy Spirit, let us join with all the baptized in giving 
glory to the Lord. – Lord Jesus, make us holy by your Spirit.
Send your Holy Spirit into our minds and hearts; let us proclaim before men 
that you are king and Lord. – Lord Jesus, make us holy by your Spirit.
Grant us a love that is genuine; give us respect and a real affection for one 
another. – Lord Jesus, make us holy by your Spirit.
Renew the hearts of the faithful by your life-giving grace; move them to 
respond gladly to the gifts of the Spirit. – Lord Jesus, make us holy by your 
Spirit.
Grant us the power of your Spirit to repair our damaged lives; may he turn 
decay into growth. – Lord Jesus, make us holy by your Spirit.

The Gospel of John was written so that we may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God . Just as John 
said earlier that Jesus did many other signs in the presence 
of the disciples which were not written in his Gospel, 
today’s Gospel passage states that there are many other 
things that Jesus did, but that all the books in the world 
could not contain them. This gives us some indication of the 
breadth and depth of Jesus’ actions Today’s Gospel passage 
also puts us on guard against vain curiosity and vain 
speculation about the future. When Peter asks what will 
happen to John, Jesus tells him not to concern himself with 
this and that what is important is that Peter follow him. This 
does not mean that we shouldn’t care about others or their 
salvation. It is a reminder, though, that ultimately God is in 
charge and we only collaborate with him. If we are docile to 
his will, God will show us the path that leads to life in Christ; 
the Holy Spirit will guide us along that path that leads to 
salvation.
We can also see today that, in Christ, God’s revelation is 
complete. God has said everything in his Word, Jesus Christ, 
and there will be no other word than this one. “No new 
public revelation is to be expected before the glorious 
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Dei Verbum, 4). 
Even if Revelation is already complete, it has not been made 
completely explicit; it remains for Christian faith gradually 
to grasp its full meaning over the course of the centuries 
(CCC, 66). Private revelations do not belong to the deposit 
of faith; they do not improve or complete Christ’s definitive 
Revelation, but help to live more fully by it in a certain 
period of history (CCC, 67).
Pope Francis


