Ordinary Time Summer 2020

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish
Community.

Eighteenth Friday of Ordinary Time
7th August 2020
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let
him renounce himself and take up his cross and follow me. For anyone
who wants to save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for
my sake will find it. What, then, will a man gain if he wins the whole
world and ruins his life? Or what has a man to offer in exchange for his
life?
‘For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of his Father with his
angels, and, when he does, he will reward each one according to his
behaviour. I tell you solemnly, there are some of these standing here
who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming with his
kingdom.’ Matthew 16:24-28
Therefore, do not be afraid to walk the way first
trodden by the Lord. With your youthfulness, put
your mark of hope and enthusiasm, so typical of
your age, on the third millennium that is just
beginning. If you allow the grace of God to work in
you, and earnestly fulfill this commitment daily, you
will make this new century a better time for
everyone.
Mary the Mother of the Lord always walks with you.
She was the first of the disciples, and she remained
faithful at the foot of the Cross where Christ
entrusted us to her motherly care. May this
Apostolic Blessing that I impart with great affection
be with you always. Saint Pope John Paul II
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“If anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me” (Lk 9:23). These words
denote the radicality of a choice that does not allow for
hesitation or second thoughts. It is a demanding requirement
that unsettled even the disciples and that, throughout the
ages, has held back many men and women from following
Christ. But precisely this radicality has also produced
admirable examples of sanctity and martyrdom that
strengthened and confirmed the way of the Church. Even
today these words are regarded as a stumbling block and
folly (cf. 1 Cor 1: 22-25). Yet they must be faced, because the
path outlined by God for his Son is the path to be undertaken
by the disciple who has decided to follow Jesus. There are not
two paths, but only one: the one trodden by the Master. The
disciple cannot invent a different way.
Jesus walks ahead of his followers and asks each one to do as
he himself has done. He says: I have not come to be served,
but to serve; so, whoever wants to be like me must be the
servant of everyone. I have come to you as one who possesses
nothing; for this reason, I can ask you to leave all riches
behind which prevent you from entering the Kingdom of
Heaven. I accept denial and rejection by most of my people;
therefore I can ask you to accept denial and opposition from
wherever it comes. In other words, Jesus asks that we
courageously choose the same path. We have to choose it
from our hearts, because external situations do not depend
on us. In so far as it is possible, the will to be as obedient as he
was to the Father and to be ready to accept the plan which he
has for each person right to the end depends upon each of us.
Saint Pope John Paul II
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