
Fifteenth Friday of Ordinary Time

17th July 2020

Ordinary Time Summer 2020

Parishes of  

Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Jesus took a walk one sabbath day through the cornfields. His disciples 
were hungry and began to pick ears of corn and eat them. The 
Pharisees noticed it and said to him, ‘Look, your disciples are doing 
something that is forbidden on the sabbath.’ But he said to them, 
‘Have you not read what David did when he and his followers were 
hungry – how he went into the house of God and how they ate the 
loaves of offering which neither he nor his followers were allowed to 
eat, but which were for the priests alone? Or again, have you not read 
in the Law that on the sabbath day the Temple priests break the 
sabbath without being blamed for it? Now here, I tell you, is 
something greater than the Temple. And if you had understood the 
meaning of the words: What I want is mercy, not sacrifice, you would 
not have condemned the blameless. For the Son of Man is master of 
the sabbath.’ Matthew 12:1-8
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Father, Christ prayed that we be forgiven through his passion. As you 
accepted him, accept his prayer for all sinners. – Father, into your hands 
I commend my spirit.
Through his beloved disciple, Jesus gave us Mary to be our mother; with 
her we pray to you for all her children. – Father, into your hands I 
commend my spirit.
Father, heed the anguish of those who cry out to you with your Son: ‘My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ – Father, into your hands I 
commend my spirit.
Help us to hear the cry, ‘I thirst’; help us to see your Son, even in the 
least of his brothers. – Father, into your hands I commend my spirit..

Concluding that dialogue with the Pharisees, Jesus reminds
them of a word of the prophet Hosea (6:6): “Go and learn
what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice’” (Mt 9:13).
Addressing the people of Israel, the prophet reproaches them
because the prayers they raised were but empty and
incoherent words. Despite God’s covenant and mercy, the
people often lived with a “façade-like” religiosity, without
living in depth the command of the Lord. This is why the
prophet emphasized: “I desire mercy”, namely the loyalty of a
heart that recognizes its own sins, that mends its ways and
returns to be faithful to the covenant with God. “And not
sacrifice”: without a penitent heart, every religious action is
ineffective! Jesus also applies this prophetic phrase to human
relationships: the Pharisees were very religious in form, but
were not willing to sit at the table with tax collectors and
sinners; they did not recognize the opportunity for mending
their ways and thus for healing; they did not place mercy in
the first place: although being faithful guardians of the Law,
they showed that they did not know the heart of God! It is as
though you were given a parcel with a gift inside and, rather
than going to open the gift, you look only at the paper it is
wrapped in: only appearances, the form, and not the core of
the grace, of the gift that is given!
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