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Season of Easter 2020
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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish Community. 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
arranged to meet them. When they saw him they fell down before him, 
though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, 
make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the 
commands I gave you. And know that I am with you always; yes, to the 
end of time.’ Matthew 28:16-20
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Let us pray to the Lord who is now lifted up from the earth, drawing all 
things to himself. – You, Christ, are the king of glory.
Lord Jesus, you offered one sacrifice for sin and then ascended in victory 
to the Father; achieve the eternal perfection of those whom you are 
sanctifying. – You, Christ…
Eternal priest, minister of the new covenant, you are alive and interceding 
for us; save your people who turn to you in prayer. – You, Christ…
After your passion, you appeared to your disciples, and they knew you to 
be alive: strengthen our belief that you are with us today. – You, Christ…
On this day you promised the Holy Spirit to the apostles, for the spreading 
of your gospel to the ends of the earth; strengthen us by the power of the 
Spirit in bearing witness before the world. – You, Christ…

Dear brothers and sisters, the Ascension does not point 
to Jesus’ absence, but tells us that he is alive in our midst 
in a new way. He is no longer in a specific place in the 
world as he was before the Ascension. He is now in the 
lordship of God, present in every space and time, close to 
each one of us. In our life we are never alone: we have 
this Advocate who awaits us, who defends us. We are 
never alone: the Crucified and Risen Lord guides us. We 
have with us a multitude of brothers and sisters who, in 
silence and concealment, in their family life and at work, 
in their problems and hardships, in their joys and hopes, 
live faith daily and together with us bring the world the 
lordship of God’s love, in the Risen Jesus Christ, ascended 
into Heaven, our own Advocate who pleads for us. Many 
thanks.
Pope Francis

On this Feast of the Ascension, as we turn our gaze 
toward heaven, where Christ has ascended and sits at the 
right hand of the Father, we strengthen our steps on 
earth so as to continue our journey — our mission of 
witnessing to and living the Gospel in every environment 
— with enthusiasm and courage. However, we are well 
aware that this does not depend first and foremost on 
our strengths, on our organizational abilities 
or human resources. Only with the light and
strength of the Holy Spirit can we effectively 

fulfil our mission of leading others to know 
and increasingly experience Jesus’ tenderness.
Pope Francis

Let us ask the Virgin Mary to help us contemplate the 
heavenly benefits that the Lord promises us, and to become 
ever more credible witnesses to his Resurrection, to the 
true Life.


