
Our Lord Jesus Christ the Eternal High Priest
4th June 2020

Ordinary Time Summer 2020

Parishes of  
Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Jesus came with them to a small estate called Gethsemane; and he said 
to his disciples, ‘Stay here while I go over there to pray.’ He took Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee with him. And sadness came over him, and 
great distress. Then he said to them, ‘My soul is sorrowful to the point 
of death. Wait here and keep awake with me.’

And going on a little further he fell on his face and prayed: ‘My Father, 
if it is possible, let this cup pass me by. Nevertheless, let it be as you, not 
I, would have it.’

He came back to the disciples and found them sleeping, and he said to 
Peter: ‘So you had not the strength to keep awake with me one hour? 
You should be awake, and praying not to be put to the test. The spirit is 
willing, but the flesh is weak.’

Again, a second time, he went away and prayed: ‘My Father, if this cup 
cannot pass by without my drinking it, your will be done!’ 

Matthew 26:36-42
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Father of mercies and God of all consolation, you fill with 
your kindness all who approach you. As we begin this day, 
through Christ and with him and in him, we your children 
pray: – Lord, graciously hear us.
Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, lead us into the light of 
your truth. – Lord, graciously hear us.
Christ, Word of God, you are with the Father for ever; stir up 
in your faithful the will to proclaim the Gospel. – Lord, 
graciously hear us.
Jesus, Anointed of the Father in the Holy Spirit, consecrate 
your Church in holiness. – Lord, graciously hear us.
Christ, High Priest of the New Covenant, clothe Priests with 
your holiness, to the glory of the Father. – Lord, graciously 
hear us.
Christ, Wisdom of God, our peace and reconciliation, grant 
that we may be made one in heart and mind in your Church.
– Lord, graciously hear us.
Christ, Eternal Priest, who glorify the Father, grant that in 
you our offering may be rendered as praise to your eternal 
glory. – Lord, graciously hear us.

The Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal High Priest, according to the order of 
Melchizedek. In him the Father has been well pleased from before all time. As Mediator 
between God and human beings, fulfilling his Father’s will, he sacrificed himself once on the 
altar of the Cross as a saving Victim for the whole world. Thus, instituting the pattern of an 
everlasting sacrifice, with a brother’s kindness he chose, from among the children of Adam, 
men to augment the priesthood, so that, from the sacrifice continually renewed in the Church, 
streams of divine power might flow, whereby a new heaven and a new earth might be made, 
and throughout the whole universe there would be perfected what no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, nor has entered into the human heart.


