
Saint Bonaventure
15th July 2020

Ordinary Time Summer 2020

Parishes of  

Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Jesus exclaimed, ‘I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and of earth, for 
hiding these things from the learned and the clever and revealing 
them to mere children. Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased you to 
do. Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, just as no one knows the Father 
except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.’
Matthew 11:25-27
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Lord Jesus, in times past you have lighted the way for your people 
through wise and holy leaders; may Christians always enjoy this sign of 
your loving kindness. – Lord, save your people.
You forgave the sins of your people when holy pastors prayed; 
continually cleanse your Church through their powerful intercession.
– Lord, save your people.
In the presence of their brothers, you anointed your holy ones and 
poured on them your Spirit; fill with your Holy Spirit all the leaders of 
your people. – Lord, save your people.
Nothing could ever separate the holy pastors from your love; do not lose 
even one of those whom you redeemed by your passion.
– Lord, save your people.
Through the pastors of your Church you give your sheep eternal life, and 
no one can steal them from you; save the faithful departed, for whom 
you laid down your life. – Lord, save your people.

Christ has something in common with all creatures. With the 
stone he shares existence, with the plants he shares life, 
with the animals he shares sensation, and with the angels he 
shares intelligence. Thus all things are transformed in Christ 
since in the fullness of his nature he embraces some part of 
every creature.
St Bonaventure

In his General Audience on March 3, 2010, Pope Benedict 
XVI spoke about the life of St. Bonaventure. He called to 
mind the great works of literature, art, philosophy and 
theology that were inspired by the Christian faith during the 
time period in which the saint lived.
“Among the great Christian figures who contributed to the 
composition of this harmony between faith and culture 
Bonaventure stands out, a man of action and contemplation, 
of profound piety and prudent government,” Pope Benedict 
said.
The Pope called on the faithful to take note of “the central 
role that Christ always played in Bonaventure's life and 
teaching,” and to imitate the way in which “the whole of his 
thinking was profoundly Christocentric.”

"Meditation on Christ in His humanity is corporeal in deed, in 
fact, but spiritual in mind. . . . By adopting this habit, you will 
steady your mind, be trained to virtues, and receive strength 
of soul....Let meditation of Christ's life be your one and only 
aim, your rest, your food, your desire, your study." - St. 
Bonaventure"Every creature is a divine word because it proclaims God" 
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