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Season of Easter 2020

Parishes of  
Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish Community. 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: ‘Father, the hour has come: 
glorify your Son so that your Son may glorify you; and, through the power 
over all mankind that you have given him, let him give eternal life to all 
those you have entrusted to him. And eternal life is this: to know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I have glorified you 
on earth and finished the work that you gave me to do. Now, Father, it is 
time for you to glorify me with that glory I had with you before ever the 
world was. I have made your name known to the men you took from the 
world to give me. They were yours and you gave them to me, and they 
have kept your word. Now at last they know that all you have given me 
comes indeed from you; for I have given them the teaching you gave to 
me, and they have truly accepted this, that I came from you, and have 
believed that it was you who sent me. I pray for them; I am not praying for 
the world but for those you have given me, because they belong to you:
all I have is yours and all you have is mine, and in them I am glorified. I am 
not in the world any longer, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you.   John 17:1-11
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Christ our Lord, in the holy pastors you reveal your love for 
us; may we never be deprived of the care you show 
through them. – Lord, nourish the lives of your people.
In the saints who lead your people, you manifest your 
power of healing souls and bodies; remain always with us 
to renew our lives in holiness. – Lord, nourish the lives of 
your people.
By the example of the saints you instruct your faithful in the 
ways of wisdom and love; through our pastors, help us 
grow to the full stature of perfection. – Lord, nourish the 
lives of your people.

“To preserve our cheerfulness amid sicknesses and troubles, is a sign of a 
right and good spirit.”

“A joyful heart is more easily made perfect than a downcast one.”

“Cast yourself into the arms of God and be very sure that if he wants 
anything of you, He will fit you for the work and give you strength.”
Philip Neri

St Philip Neri also remains a luminous model of the Church’s 
on-going mission in the world. The perspective of his 
approach to neighbour in witnessing to all to the love and 
mercy of the Lord can serve as a valuable example to bishops, 
priests, consecrated people and lay faithful. Since the very 
first years of his life in Rome, he exercised an apostolate of 
personal relationships and friendship, as the privileged way to 
open people to the encounter with Jesus and the Gospel. His 
biographer thus attests: “He approached in a simple fashion, 
now this one, then that one, and everyone quickly became his 
friends”. He loved spontaneity, avoided artifice, chose the 
most entertaining ways to educate in Christian virtue. At the 
same time he proposed a healthy discipline which entailed 
the exercise of willingness to receive Christ concretely into 
one’s life. His deep conviction was that the path of holiness is 
rooted in the grace of an encounter — that with the Lord —
accessible to who ever, of whatever status or condition, 
receives Him with the astonishment of children.
Pope Francis


