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Season of Easter 2020

Parishes of  
Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish Community. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are the salt of the earth. But if salt 
becomes tasteless, what can make it salty again? It is good for nothing, 
and can only be thrown out to be trampled underfoot by men.

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top cannot be hidden. 
No one lights a lamp to put it under a tub; they put it on the lamp-stand 
where it shines for everyone in the house. In the same way your light 
must shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing your good works, they may 
give the praise to your Father in heaven.’

Matthew 5:13-16
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Let us pray to Christ, the high priest, who was appointed to represent men 
in their relations with God. – Lord, save your people.
Lord Jesus, in times past you have lighted the way for your people through 
wise and holy leaders; may Christians always enjoy this sign of your loving 
kindness. – Lord, save your people.
You forgave the sins of your people when holy pastors prayed; continually 
cleanse your Church through their powerful intercession. – Lord…
In the presence of their brothers, you anointed your holy ones and poured 
on them your Spirit; fill with your Holy Spirit all the leaders of your people.
– Lord, save your people.
Nothing could ever separate the holy pastors from your love; do not lose 
even one of those whom you redeemed by your passion. – Lord…

Christ is the Morning Star, who, when the night of this world is past, gives 
to his saints the promise of the light of life, and opens everlasting day.

Pope Francis chose the motto 
"Miserando atque eligendo", meaning 
lowly but chosen; literally in Latin 'by 
having mercy, by choosing him’.  The 
motto is one the Pope had already chosen 
as Bishop. It is taken from the homilies of 
the Venerable Bede on Saint Matthew's 
Gospel relating to his vocation. 

Jesus saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax office, 
and he said to him: Follow me. Jesus saw Matthew, not 
merely in the usual sense, but more significantly with his 
merciful understanding of men.
He saw the tax collector and, because he saw him through 
the eyes of mercy and chose him, he said to him: Follow 
me. This following meant imitating the pattern of his life –
not just walking after him. St John tells us: Whoever says he 
abides in Christ ought to walk in the same way in which he 
walked.  And he rose and followed him. There is no reason 
for surprise that the tax collector abandoned earthly 
wealth as soon as the Lord commanded him. Nor should 
one be amazed that neglecting his wealth, he joined a band 
of men whose leader had, on Matthew’s assessment, no 
riches at all. Our Lord summoned Matthew by speaking to 
him in words. By an invisible, interior impulse flooding his 
mind with the light of grace, he instructed him to walk in 
his footsteps. In this way Matthew could understand that 
Christ, who was summoning him away from earthly 
possessions, had incorruptible treasures of heaven in his 
gift. Homily of the Venerable Bede

.


